Praying

through

Romans
The purpose of this little booklet is very simple.   It is to encourage Christians to pray the book of Romans.   In a day when our prayers are often superficial, short-sighted and worldly, we would do well to re-learn the priorities of Scripture.   And while one might argue that God has already given us a prayer book in the Psalms, one must admit that Christ is but shadowed there.  Yet in Romans, Paul’s most systematic exposition of the Gospel, Christ shines forth brilliantly in all His grace. He is held forth as the Savior of needy sinners so that we who are justified by faith by Him have peace with God and the gift of eternal life.  And so if we are able to take Romans and turn it into prayers for our souls and for our churches, we will pray the things of the Gospel.
Permit me a few comments about the format of the text.  It is adapted from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible and I have done my best to keep the words the same as that translation except where I believed interpretation was needed in order to turn the verses into meaningful prayers.   Further, the prayers are most often directed to God the Father, while I have often interpreted the word “lord” to be our Lord Christ.  Finally, at times I have applied the issue of circumcision sometimes to baptism, and at other times towards racial exclusion depending upon the context.
May the Lord use this booklet in your life to help renew your mind by the Gospel, and so conform you more and more to the image of His dear Son.

Chris Hutchinson

Pastor, Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church

Blacksburg, Virginia
2009

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS IN PRAYER
Chapter One
· We praise You for Your gospel which You promised through Your prophets in the holy scriptures, the Gospel concerning Your Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and designated Son of God in power according to Your Spirit of holiness by His resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.

· We praise You for Christ through whom we have received grace to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of His name among all the nations, for all those who are called to belong to Him.

· God our Father, we ask for this grace and peace through the Lord Jesus Christ.

· We thank You for all those whom You have saved, whose faith is proclaimed in all the world; we pray for them, and ask that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, and together, reap a harvest across the world, among nations great and small, rich and poor, wise and foolish.

· Make Your church eager to preach the gospel in all places.

· May we not be ashamed of the gospel, but know that it is Your power for salvation to every one who has faith, and that the righteous shall live by faith.

· Help us to see how Your wrath is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men who by our wickedness suppress the truth.

· Make plain to us what can be known about You in creation, clearly perceiving Your invisible nature and Your eternal power and deity in what You have made.

· Show us that we are without excuse; that although we knew You as God, we did not honor You as God nor give thanks to You, but we became futile in our thinking and our senseless minds became darkened.

· Convict us that even as we claimed to be wise, we became fools, and exchanged Your immortal glory for images resembling mortal man and animals.

· We plead with You not to give us up to the lusts of our hearts in impurity, to the dishonoring of our bodies among ourselves, even though we exchanged the truth about You for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than You, the Creator, who is blessed for ever!  Amen.

· Do not give us up to dishonorable passions; keep our women from exchanging natural relations for unnatural, and prevent our men from likewise giving up natural relations with women and from becoming consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men; lest we receive in our own persons the due penalty for our error.

· Teach us to be fit to acknowledge You, so that You may not give us up to a base mind and to improper conduct.

· Keep us from being filled with all manner of wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice, envy, murder, strife, deceit, and malignity.

· Prevent us from becoming gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to our parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, and ruthless.

· Convict us that those who do such things deserve to die, and not only they who do them but those who approve those who practice them. 

Chapter Two
· Show us, O Lord, that we have no excuse, whoever we are, when we judge another; for in passing judgment upon him we condemn ourselves, because we, the judge, are doing the very same things.  Remind us that Your judgment rightly falls upon those who do such things.

· Keep us from supposing, O Lord, that when we judge those who do such things and yet do them ourselves, that we will escape Your judgment.

· Do not let us to presume upon the riches of Your kindness and forbearance and patience, but remind us that Your kindness is meant to lead us to repentance.

· Save us from hard and impenitent hearts that will only store up wrath for ourselves on the day of wrath when Your righteous judgment will be revealed, remembering that You will render to every man according to his works:  to those who by patience in well‑doing seek for glory and honor and immortality through Christ, You will give eternal life; but for those who are factious and do not obey the truth, but obey wickedness, there will be wrath and fury.

· Remind us that there will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, both inside the church, but glory and honor and peace for every one who does good by Your grace, for You show no partiality.

· Help us understand that all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.  For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified, even our Lord Jesus Christ, who alone has kept the whole law.

· May we see that when unbelievers do by nature what the law requires, even though they do not have the law, they show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, and that their conscience also bears witness to the Day when You will judge the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.

· Prevent us, O Lord, from calling ourselves believers and then relying upon the law and boasting of our relation to God and in pride teach others the law, without also teaching ourselves!  Keep us form preaching against stealing, while we ourselves steal!  May we who say that one must not commit adultery, never commit adultery!  May we who abhor idols, never profit from immorality! 

· Lord, keep us who boast in the law, from dishonoring You by breaking the law!  May it never be said that, because of us, the name of God is blasphemed among the Pagans.
· Cause us to comprehend that our Baptism indeed is of value if we were to obey the law; but if we break the law, our Baptism becomes unbaptism, and that if a man who is unbaptized keeps the precepts of the law, his unbaptism is regarded as baptism, and he will condemn us who have the written code and baptism but break the law.  

· May we firmly grasp that we are not real Christians who are only ones outwardly, nor is true Baptism something external and physical, but we are Christians who are ones inwardly, and real Baptism is a matter of the heart, spiritual and not literal.  And so our praise is not from men but from God.

Chapter Three
· And yet, remind us, O Lord, of the many advantages we have as baptized members of Your church, how we have been entrusted with your Word, and that even when we are unfaithful to it, You remain faithful.  For You, God, are true though every man be false, as it is written, That thou may be justified in thy words, and prevail when thou art judged.
· And when our wickedness serves to show forth Your justice, may we not say that You are unjust to inflict wrath on us, for You alone, O God, judge the world.  And when through our falsehood, Your truthfulness abounds to Your glory, may we not complain at being condemned as a sinner, and may we likewise not do evil, believing that good will result.

· Prevent us from thinking that we church members any better off than those still in the world, for all men, both churched and unchurched, are under the power of sin.

· Convince us, O Lord, that apart from faith in Christ, none of us are righteous, no, not one; that no one understands, no one seeks for God, that we have all have turned aside, together we have gone wrong; no one does good, not even one.

· Instruct us, O God, that apart from your grace, our throats are an open grave, we use our tongues to deceive; the venom of asps is under our lips; our mouth is full of curses and bitterness; our feet are swift to shed blood, in our paths are ruin and misery, the way of peace we do not know; and there is no fear of God before our eyes.

· Remind us who are under the law that whatever the law says it speaks to us, so that every one of our mouths may be stopped, and we see that the whole world is held accountable to You.  For we cannot be justified in Your sight by our works of the law, since it is through the law that we are made aware of our own sin.

· Show us anew, O Lord, that now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from law, for righteousness from You is through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.

· Remind us again, Father, that there is no distinction; for all have sinned and fall short of Your glory, and are justified by Your grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, whom You put forward as an expiation by His blood, to be received by faith.

· Reveal to us how this shows forth Your righteousness, O Lord, because in Your divine forbearance You had passed over former sins; and how it proves now that You Yourself are righteous, and that You justify him who has faith in Jesus.

· Remove then from us our boasting, O Lord!  For on the principle of faith, we have no works to boast of!

· Teach us anew that a man is justified by faith apart from works of law; for you are the God of both those reared in the church, and those who come to faith in maturity; for You are one; and You will justify the baptized on the ground of our faith and the unbaptized through their faith.

· And prevent us, O God, from overthrowing the law by this faith, but on the contrary, to uphold the law.

Chapter Four
· Help us, O Lord, to follow the example of Abraham, our forefather, who knew that he was not justified by works, and so had nothing in which to boast, for your Word says that, Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.
· Save us trusting in our own works, demanding from You any obligation, but rather cause us to trust in You alone who justifies the ungodly, so that our faith too may be reckoned as righteousness.

· May you bless us as those to whom You reckon righteous apart from works, as David writes in Your word, Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not reckon his sin.
· Help us to see that this blessing is pronounced upon all who believe, regardless of their race or church membership, even as Abraham was reckoned as righteous before he had been circumcised, 

· In the same way, may our baptisms be for us signs and seals of the righteousness which we have by faith in You.

· Grant us, O heavenly Father, that we would all be united in following the example of the faith of our father Abraham, knowing that we his descendants shall inherit the world, but that this shall not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith You give us.
· Keep us from believing that it is really the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs of the world, which would only make our faith null and Your promise void.

· Remind us that the law brings wrath, for by Your law we are made aware of our transgressions.

· Teach us to depend on faith, in order that Your promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all of Abraham’s descendants - not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham, for he is the father of us all, as it is written of him in Your word, I have made you the father of many nations in Your presence in whom he believed, You who give life to the dead and call into existence the things that do not exist.

· Cause us to follow Abraham’s example in hoping against hope in light of Your promises to us; like Abraham, help us not to weaken in faith in view of our own bodies, which are at times as good as dead because of age, or sickness or barrenness.

· May no distrust make us waver concerning the promise of God, but help us grow strong in faith as we give glory to You, O God, being fully convinced that You are able to do what You have promised.

· Like Abraham, may our faith be reckoned to us as righteousness, we who believe in You that raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was put to death for our trespasses and raised for our justification.

Chapter Five
· We thank You, O God, that since we are justified by faith, we have peace with You through our Lord Jesus Christ, for it is through Him we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and so we rejoice in our hope of sharing Your glory.

· Help us then, O Lord, to rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because Your love has been poured into our hearts through Your Holy Spirit which You have given to us.

· Remind us again and again that while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

· We are amazed by Your grace, since one will hardly die for a righteous man - though perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die.  But You show Your love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.

· Strengthen our hope, therefore God, that since we are now justified by His blood, that how much more shall we be saved by Him from Your wrath!  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to You by the death of Your Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life!

· Not only so, but we also rejoice in You through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received our reconciliation.  For sin came into the world through one man and death through sin, and death spread to all men because all men sinned, and sin has ever been in the world with death reigning from Adam onward.

· And so we thank You, O Father, that the free gift is not like the trespass!  For as many died through one man’s trespass, so do many have Your grace, for the free gift of grace in that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many!

· What is more, the free gift is not like the effect of Adam’s sin.  For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but Your free gift following many trespasses brings justification!

· We praise You, for although because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive Your abundance of grace and Your free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ, Your Son!

· And even though one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to acquittal and life for all men, for as by Adam’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by Your Son’s obedience many will be made righteous.

· We thank You for giving us the Law, even though it came in to increase the trespass; for where our sin increased, Your grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, Your grace also might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Chapter Six
· Lord, what shall we say then to all this? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?  Forbid it, Lord!  Keep us who have died to sin from still living in it!  

· Remind us that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death, that we were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by Your glory, we too might walk in newness of life.

· Show us that since we are united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.

· May we know that our old self was crucified with Him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin, for he who has died is freed from sin.

· God, help us believe that if we have died with Christ, that we shall also live with him.

· May we know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; that death no longer has dominion over Him, and that the death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God.

· Cause us then, O Lord, to also consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to You in Christ Jesus.

· Help us therefore, to keep sin from reigning in our mortal bodies, obeying its passions. 

· Keep us, Father, from yielding our members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but to yield ourselves to You as men who have been brought from death to life, and our members to You as instruments of righteousness.

· Teach us how sin shall have no dominion over us, since we are not under law but under grace.

· And prevent us from being tempted to sin though the excuse that we are not under law but under grace.  Forbid it, Lord!

· Show us clearly that if we yield ourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, we are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness.

· And yet, we thank You, O God, that we who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which we were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.

· And we thank You, O Lord, for teaching us in ways that we can understand.

· And now, help us who once yielded our members to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, to now yield our members to righteousness for sanctification.

· For when we were slaves of sin, we were free in regard to righteousness, but the only return we received from our sins was shame, for their end was death.  But now that we have been set free from sin and have become Your slaves, the return we receive is sanctification and its end, eternal life!

· For although the wages of our sin is death, Your free gift to us is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord!  All praise be unto You, O God of our salvation!

Chapter Seven
· Cause us, O God, to bear fruit for You, by teaching us what it means that we who belong to Christ have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that we may belong to Him who has been raised from the dead.

· Help us, O Lord, to serve in the new life of the Spirit and not under the old written code.

· Reveal to us that while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death, but now how we are discharged from the law, dead to that which held us captive.

· And yet, O Lord, keep us from calling Your law itself sin!  Rather, convince us that had it not been for the law, we should not have known sin; how we should not have known what it is to covet if Your law had not said, You shall not covet.  

· Divulge to us, how our sin, finding opportunity in the commandment, wrought in us all kinds of covetousness, and how the very commandment which promised life proved to be death to us, for our sin, finding opportunity in the commandment, deceived us and by it killed us.

· And so remind us that Your law is holy, and Your commandments holy and just and good, and that it was sin which worked death in us through that which is good, in order that our sin might be shown to be sin.

· Lord!  We know that Your law is spiritual; but we are carnal, sold under sin!  We do not understand our own actions.  For we do not do what we want, but we do the very things we hate!  Have mercy upon us!

· Father, we know that Your law is good, and yet we continue to do what we do not want, for sin still dwells within us.  Indeed, we know that nothing good dwells within us, that is, in our flesh.  Again and again we discover anew that though we can will what is right, but we cannot do it!  We confess that we do not do the good we want, but the evil we do not want is what we do.

· Loving Father, You know that since we do what we do not want, it is no longer we that do all this, but sin which dwells within us.

· Have mercy upon us, our Father, for we find it to be a law that when we want to do right, evil lies close at hand.  For though we delight in the law of God, in our inmost self, we see in our members another law at war with the law of our minds and making us captives to the law of sin which dwells in our members.

· O wretched people that we are! Who will deliver us from our bodies of death?  Thanks be to You, O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord!  For, though we serve the law of God with our minds, yet with our flesh we serve the law of sin.

Chapter Eight
· God our Father, we give You thanks that there is therefore now no condemnation for we who are in Christ Jesus!

· We thank You that the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set us free from the law of sin and death.

· For You have done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do:  sending Your own Son in the likeness of our sinful flesh and for sin, You condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

· Remind us that those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, which is the way of death; and so help those who live according to the Spirit to set our minds on the things of Your Spirit, which is the way of life and peace.

· For we once had minds set on the flesh and hostile to You; and which did not submit to Your law, for indeed we could not; and those who remain in the flesh still cannot please You.

· But by Your grace, we are not in the flesh but are in the Spirit, for all those in whom Your Spirit dwells.  For any one who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.

· And so we thank You, Father, we who are in Christ, that although our bodies are dead because of sin, our spirits are alive because of righteousness.

· Holy Spirit Who raised Jesus from the dead, You Who now dwells in us, we praise You for just as You raised Christ Jesus from the dead, so also will You give life to our mortal bodies through Your indwelling.

· Help us then, O God, to be debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to our flesh - for if we live according to the flesh we will die, but if by Your Spirit we put to death the deeds of the body we will live.

· Strengthen our hearts to always remember that all who are led by Your Spirit are nothing less than Your sons; for You did not give us the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but gave us the spirit of sonship.

· For when we call You, Abba Father, Heavenly Daddy, it is Your Spirit Himself Who bears witness with our spirit that we are Your children, and if children, then heirs, Your heirs and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

· Convince us that that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us!

· Teach us what it means that Your creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of Your sons; that Your creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by Your will Who subjected it in hope, and that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of Your children.

· Lord, we know that the whole creation has been groaning in travail together until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of Your Spirit, we groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

· Grant us this hope for which we were saved!  For we know that hope that is seen is not hope. Who hopes for what he sees?  But we hope for what we do not see, and we wait for it with patience, O Lord!

· Holy Spirit, help us in our weakness!  For we do not know how to pray as we ought, and yet  we know that You Yourself intercede for us with sighs too deep for words, and so we give You all thanks and praise!

· And Father, we know that You Who searches the hearts of men already knows what is the mind of Your Spirit, because He intercedes for all believers according to Your own will.

· And we praise You that indeed You work all things for good for those who love You, who are called according to Your purpose!

· Cause us then, Father, to have this confidence, that those whom You foreknew You also predestined to be conformed to the image of Your Son, in order that He might be the first‑born among many brethren, and those whom You predestined You also called; and those whom You called You also justified; and those whom You justified You also glorified.

· Lord, what shall we say to this?  If You are for us, who can be against us?  You who did not spare Your own Son but gave Him up for us all, will You not also give us all things with Him?

· For who shall bring any charge against Your elect?  It is You who justifies; who is to condemn? We praise you, Christ Jesus, that You Who died, yes, Who was raised from the dead, Who is at the right hand of God, that You now intercede for us!

· So who shall separate us from Your love, O Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written, For Thy sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.
· Father, teach us that in all these things we are more than conquerors through You Who loved us, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from Your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Chapter Nine
· Lord our God, cause us by your Holy Spirit to have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in our hearts for those who are in Your Church and yet are not personally saved.  May we even wish curses upon ourselves if it would save them!  For to them belong the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the law, the worship, and the promises.  For these blessings, we bless You, O Lord, Who are over all, forever!  Amen.

· For we know that Your Word has not failed.  For not all who are in the Church belong to the Church, and not all who are born to believers are Your true children; but only those of Your promise are reckoned as Your children.

· Help us to accept the mystery of Your grace, that before we are born and do nothing either good or bad, in order that Your purpose of election might continue, You chose those who are Yours, as it is written, Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated; so that we might clearly see how it is that salvation is not because of works but because of Your call.

· Most merciful God!  May You shut our mouths and keep us from accusing You of injustice in this!  For You told Moses, I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.
· Convince us, O Sovereign Lord, that our salvation depends not upon our will or exertion, but upon Your mercy, for You have mercy upon whomever You will, and You harden the heart of whomever You will.

· Prevent us from doubting Your wisdom or mercy by asking why You still find fault since no one can resist Your will.  For who are we to answer back to You, O God?  For we are the clay, and You are the Potter.  You have the right to mold us as You see fit, whether as vessels for beauty or as vessels for common use.

· Therefore we praise You, O Lord, for showing forth Your wrath and power by enduring the vessels of wrath made for destruction in order to make known the riches of Your glory for the vessels of mercy, which You have prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom You have called.

· And we give You thanks that You have called not only Jews but also Gentiles from all over the world to be Your children, as You tell us by Your servant Hosea, that those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’ and she who was not beloved I will call ‘my beloved;’ and they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’
· Likewise, we give You thanks for fulfilling Your promises through Isaiah that You preserve a remnant of Israel to be saved, even as You execute your sentence upon the earth with rigor and dispatch; for if You, O Lord of hosts, had not left us children, Israel would have fared like Sodom and been made like Gomorrah with no survivors, but You, O Lord, are a God of mercy.

· What can we say in view of Your great grace to us, O God?  For we who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, righteousness through faith; but those who pursued a righteousness based on law did not succeed in fulfilling the law, for they did not pursue it through faith, but as if it were based on works.

· God of our fathers, keep us from stumbling, as many have, over the Stumbling Stone Who is Christ, as it is written, Behold I am laying in Zion a stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will make them fall; and he who believes in Him will not be put to shame.
Chapter Ten
· Father, cause us to desire greatly and to pray for the salvation of the unsaved, even within the church.  For many of them have a zeal for You but remain unenlightened to the truth, for they are ignorant of the righteousness that comes from You and seek to establish their own and so do not submit to Your true righteousness.

· Help us to see clearly that Christ is the end of the law, so that every one who has faith may be justified.

· Cause us to have a righteousness based on faith which does not attempt to ascend to heaven on our own to bring Christ down, nor attempt to descend into the abyss to bring Christ up from the dead.

· But rather, give us a faith which understands that Your Word is near us; it is on our lips and in our hearts even the Word of faith.

· Remind us that if we confess with our lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead, we will be saved.  For he who believes with his heart is justified, and he who confesses with his lips is saved.  For Your Word says, No one who believes in You will be put to shame.
· And so we praise You, that now there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; and You are the same Lord of all and bestow Your riches upon all who call upon You.  For, everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.
· And yet also remind and convict us that men cannot call upon Him in whom they have not believed, and they cannot believe in Him of whom they have never heard, and they cannot hear without a preacher, and men cannot preach unless they are sent.

· And so convince us that, How beautiful are the feet of those who preach good news! and so motivate us to support and promote the preaching of Your Gospel throughout the world!

· Grant us this zeal, even though not all obey the gospel; for Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us? and yet, O Lord, You have ordained that faith comes only from what is heard, and what is heard comes only by the preaching of Christ.

· Even so, we pray for those who have already heard and yet do not believe, even as much of Israel of old.

· And yet we praise You, O God, that You caused Yourself to be found by those who did not seek You; that You have shown Yourself to those who did not ask for You.

· But of many who have heard the Gospel again and again, You say, All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people, and for these we pray and plead for Your mercy.

Chapter Eleven
· We exalt You, O God, that You have not rejected Your people whom You foreknew, and that You always keep for Yourself a remnant, chosen by grace.

· We worship You for Your grace to us, and that is not on the basis of our work; for otherwise grace would no longer be grace.

· We praise You that the elect obtain salvation by grace, even though many in Your church remain hardened, as it is written, You gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that should not see and ears that should not hear, down to this very day,
· So we also thank You, that is Israel’s stumble and trespass, salvation came to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous, and if Israel’s trespass meant riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean!

· We pray for the Jews that You would save some of them, for if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?

· Remind us Gentiles that we are but branches and are made holy only through our ingrafting into the tree of which the Jews were the root.

· Save us then from boasting!  For we are but wild shoots ingrafted into the richness of Your tree; we do not support the root, but the root supports us!

· Remind us that the Jews were broken off because of their unbelief, but we stand fast only through faith.

· Keep us then from pride, O Lord, and cause us instead to stand in awe!  For if You did not spare the natural branches, neither will You spare us if we disbelieve the Gospel.

· And so we thank You for both Your kindness and Your severity: severity toward those who have fallen, but kindness to us.

· May we continue in Your kindness, O God, lest we too are cut off for unbelief.

· We pray now for those who have persisted in unbelief up until now, that they may yet be grafted in by faith, for You have the power to graft them in again.  May any who have fallen away repent and believe, so will they be grafted back into Your holy tree.

· Keep us then from becoming wise in our own conceits, but help us to understand this mystery: a hardening has come upon part of Israel, until the full number of the Gentiles come in, and so all Israel will be saved, as it is written, The Deliverer will come from Zion; he will banish ungodliness from Jacob.
· Help us to understand the mystery of election, and that Your gifts and call are irrevocable, how You have consigned all men to disobedience, that You may have mercy upon all.

· O the depth of Your riches and wisdom and knowledge, O God!  How unsearchable are Your judgments and how inscrutable Your ways!  For who has known You mind, or who has been Your counselor?  Or who has given a gift to You that he might be repaid?

· For from You and through You and to You are all things.  To You be glory forever!  Amen.

Chapter Twelve
· That by Your mercies, we may present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to You, which is our spiritual worship.

· That we may not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of our minds, that we may prove what is Your will for us, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

· That we not think of ourselves more highly than we ought, but with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith which You have assigned him.

· That we may live as one body with many members, and as members one of another.

· That we may use our gifts that differ according to the grace given to us in proportion to our faith;  if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

· May our love be genuine; may we hate what is evil and hold fast to what is good.

· May we love one another with brotherly affection and outdo one another in showing honor.

· May our zeal never flag, may we be aglow with Your Spirit, serving Christ, our Lord.

· May we rejoice in our hope, be patient in tribulation, and be constant in prayer.

· Strengthen us to contribute to the needs of the saints and to practice hospitality.

· Help us to bless those who persecute us; to bless and not curse them.

· Cause us to rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.

· Help us to live in harmony with one another; and to not be haughty, but to associate with the lowly; and never be conceited.

· Keep us from repaying evil for evil, but help us to take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.    

· Help us, so far as it depends upon us, to live peaceably with all.

· Prevent us from avenging ourselves, but to leave it to Your wrath; remembering what You have written:  that Vengeance is Yours, and You will repay.

· Help us to feed our enemies, and give drink to those that thirst; thus heaping burning coals upon their heads.

· Keep us from being overcome by evil, but rather to overcome evil with good.

Chapter Thirteen
· That we may willingly be subject to the governing authorities, convinced that there is no authority except from You, and which were instituted by You.

· Help us to do what is good that we may receive the approval of those in authority, knowing that they are Your servants for our good.

· Keep those in authority from bearing the sword in vain, and show them that they are Your servants to execute their wrath on the wrongdoer.

· For the same reason, help us to willingly pay our taxes knowing that the authorities are Your ministers, attending to this very thing.

· Help us pay all of them their dues, taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.

· Teach us to owe no one anything, except to love one another, that we may fulfill Your law.

· Keep us from adultery, murder, theft, coveting, and any other violation of Your commandments, that we may love our neighbors as ourselves, doing no wrong to them, and thereby fulfilling Your law.

· Reveal to us what hour it is, how it is full time now for us to wake from sleep, seeing clearly that salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed, that the night is far gone, the day at hand.

· So cause us to cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.

· Help us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.

· But prompt us to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Chapter Fourteen
· Teach us to welcome those who are weak in faith, while not disputing with them over opinions in secondary matters.

· May the strong in faith not despise the weak, and may the weak in faith not pass judgment on the strong, for You have welcomed them.

· Prevent us from passing judgment on our fellow believers, remembering that they are Your servants; that it is before You alone that they stand or fall, knowing that they will stand, for You are the One Who are able to make them stand.

· In all these secondary matters, help every one of us to be fully convinced in his own mind; whether we observe special days or refrain, whether we eat certain foods, or abstain, may we do it in honor of Christ, giving thanks to You.

· Remind us that none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself, for if we live, we live to Christ, and if we die, we die to Christ; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are Christ’s, Who to this end died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

· Keep us from passing judgment on our brothers; and restrain us from despising our brothers, bringing to mind that we shall all stand before Your judgment seat, and bow before You, giving an account of ourselves. 

· May we then, by Your grace, no more pass judgment on one another, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.

· May we not injure our brothers, but rather walk in love, striving to keep our actions from ruining ones for whom Christ died, while yet not letting our good be spoken of as evil.

· Convince us that Your kingdom is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit; and that he who thus serves Christ is acceptable to You and approved by men.

· May we then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding, and not for the sake of our own opinions, destroy Your work.

· Help us to keep the faith that we have on all such secondary matters between ourselves and You, granting us a clear conscience, and convicting us that whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.

Chapter Fifteen
· Cause those who are strong to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please themselves, but cause each of us to please his neighbor for his good, to edify him;

· Remind us that Christ did not please himself but, as it was written, endured the reproaches of those who hated You.

· Grant us the hope that comes from the steadfastness and the encouragement of the scriptures given to us by You for our instruction.

· God of steadfastness and encouragement, grant us to live in such harmony with one another in accord with Christ Jesus, that together we may with one voice glorify You, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

· May we welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed us, for Your glory.

· Confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, in order that the Gentiles might glorify You for Your mercy, even as Christ became a servant to the Jews to show Your truthfulness.

· Help us to praise You among the Gentiles, and sing to Your name, rejoicing with your people; may all the peoples praise You; for The root of Jesse shall come, he who rises to rule the Gentiles; and in him shall the Gentiles hope.
· God of hope, may you fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of Your Holy Spirit we may abound in hope.

· Cause us to be full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct one another.

· By Your grace, raise up missionaries to be ministers of Christ Jesus in the priestly service of Your gospel, so that the offering of many nations may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

· May they not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has wrought through them to win obedience from their hearers, by word and deed, by Your wonderful and significant power, by the power of the Holy Spirit, so that from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth, Your church will fully preach the gospel of Christ, and most especially where Christ has not already been named, as it is written, They shall see who have never been told of him, and they shall understand who have never heard of him.
· May You direct the steps of all our missionaries and ministers, guiding them to the exact land where You would have them, according to Your perfect timing.

· May the many peoples of Your church have rich fellowship with one another across ethnic and national boundaries, and may those of greater wealth care for the poor saints in other lands, blessing them materially, even as all are blessed spiritually through one another.

· Help us, through our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together in prayer for all our ministers and missionaries on their behalf, that they may be delivered from unbelievers, and that their service may be acceptable to the saints, doing God’s will, strengthened with joy and refreshment.

· God of peace, be with us all.  Amen.

Chapter Sixteen
· Help us to receive one another in Christ, as befits the saints, and to help those in need of service, even those who are busy helping others.

· We give thanks for all of Your churches and their converts, and for those who work hard among them.

· We pray for those who risk their necks for the sake of Christ, and for those who are in prison for the sake of the gospel.

· Help us to greet one another with a holy kiss, and to have such fellowship in our churches that we know one another’s name, and are familiar with one another’s lives.

· Strengthen us to take note of those who create dissensions and difficulties, in opposition to the truth, and to see that such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by fair and flattering words they deceive the hearts of the simple‑minded.

· May we not only be obedient to You, but we ask for You to make us wise as to what is good and guileless as to what is evil.

· God of peace, remind us that You will soon crush Satan under our feet, and that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is with us.

· Now to You who is able to strengthen us according to the gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which was kept secret for long ages, but is now disclosed and through the prophetic writings is made known to all nations, according to the command of the You, O eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith - to You, only wise God, be glory for evermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
