
Likely C
hronology of Paul’s Interaction 

w
ith the C

orinthian C
hurch* 

 
1. Paul helped found the church, staying for 18 m

onths (A
cts 18:1-11), c. A

D
 51.  

 2. D
ivisions and pride arose w

ithin the church, w
hich prom

pted Paul to w
rite tw

o letters, 
one now

 lost (cf. I C
or 5:9-13), and 1 C

orinthians, sent by Tim
othy, c. A

D
 54. 

 3. Paul likely m
ade an em

ergency visit to C
orinth after receiving Tim

othy’s report on the 
state of the C

orinthian church (contra his plans stated in I C
or 16:5-9; 2 C

or 1:15-16). 
 4. The visit w

as a hard one (2 C
or 1:23, 2:1; 12:14; 13:1), as Paul w

as personally attacked 
w

ith no one com
ing to his defense (2 C

or 2:5-8; 7:11-12). 
 5. Paul returned to Ephesus back in A

sia and did not go on to M
acedonia (see 3 above). 

 6. Paul w
rote a sorrow

ful, severe letter (now
 lost) to the C

orinthians to test their faith and 
see if they w

ill confront and discipline his attacker (2 C
or 1:23; 2:3-4, 6; 7:8,12). 

 7. Paul’s life then becam
e threatened in A

sia but G
od rescued him

 (cf. 2 C
or 1:8-11). 

 8. Titus m
ay have delivered this severe letter to the C

orinthians, staying long enough to 
ensure their repentance and restore their relationship w

ith Paul, still absent (2 C
or 7:14). 

 9. Paul hoped to m
eet Titus in Troas, but w

hen Titus does not appear, Paul assum
ed he 

travelled by land to M
acedonia and sought to find him

 there (2 C
or 2:12-13; 11:28). 

 10. Paul found Titus and received a good report on the C
orinthians (2 C

or 2:6; 7:6-15). 
 11. B

ut Paul also heard about new
 teachers w

ho had arrived in C
orinth to challenge his 

leadership, so-called “super-apostles” w
ho stressed strength &

 success (11:5,13; 12:11). 
 12. Paul then w

rote 2 C
orinthians to continue the reconciliation w

ith the church at C
orinth 

and to counter these new
 false teachers, hence the personal nature of this letter w

ith the 
em

phasis on “glory am
idst w

eakness.”  H
e sent this letter w

ith Titus, and also to com
plete 

a collection for the needy in Jerusalem
 (8:6-22), c. A

D
 55. 
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